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Youths from northern Saskatchewan are at
the University of Regina (U of R) for the next.
couple of days to learn hip-hop fundamentals.

The youths are participating in the second
Phase of 55 Parallel Northern Saskatchewan
Hip Hop Leadership Project that runs until
Saturday.

The project is led by Charity Marsh and her
research assistants in partnership with the
Northern Sport, Culture and Recreation Dis-
trict.

“There’s this sense around hip hop as an
oral tradition — a new, contemporary oral tra-
dition, or ritual or practice that allows young
people to tell stories,” said Marsh.

In July, Marsh and her assistants visited the
five northern communities of Sandy Bay, La
Ronge, Pinehouse, Ile a la Crosse and La
Loche. She said this phase will involve bring-
ing two or three youth leaders from the five
communities to learn more about hip-hop fun-
damentals from rapping to dancing while
- incorporating the Interactive Media and Per-

formance (IMP) labs at the U of R.

Marsh hopes passing along the skills to the
youth leaders will help young people begin to
express themselves more freely. Marsh real-
ized about a year ago that such a program
would benefit young people in the north.

“Especially for young people, who need an
outlet to tell stories and to connect across
communities, which are sometimes isolated
from one another,” said Marsh.

She said there are many layers to the pro-
gram because it’s about connecting with
young people, mentoring youth leaders,
breaking down barriers and connecting young
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